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Introduction 

Florida Statute section 395.1055 establishes the Pediatric Cardiac Technical Advisory Panel (PCTAP or 

“Panel”) for Florida, provides direction to the panel, and requires the submission of an annual report to 

the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives beginning in 

January of 2020.  The Panel Chair and members hereby submit our first annual progress report on the 

activity and accomplishments of the Panel since inception in 2016 and through December 31, 2019.  As 

this is the inaugural submission of the annual report, this communique will chronicle the history of the 

creation of the PCTAP, related statutory requirements, and the activities and progress of the Panel in the 

composition of recommendations to the Agency for administrative rule(s). 

History the PCTAP 

Various advocates for children and adults with congenital heart disease have long recognized the unique 

requirements for hospitals that perform complex invasive procedures in the treatment of often critical 

heart malformations.  Such unique requirements embody criteria such as specialized fellowship training 

for the cardiac surgeon in congenital heart disease repair, cardiac perfusionists who can safely sustain a 

heart varying in size from a “walnut” to the standard adult heart intraoperatively, specialists in pediatric 

cardiac anesthesia, pediatric cardiac critical care, and nursing and respiratory staff who are familiar with 

the pre and post-operative management of complex cardiac malformations.  Standards such a specialized 

system of care were developed and functioned successfully in the Division of Children’s Medical Services 

(CMS) of the Department of Health (DOH) for over four decades.  These standards were written by experts 

in pediatric cardiology and pediatric cardiac surgery and revised every four years to keep pace with 

technological changes in the field.  

Enacting Legislation 

In 2016, the Florida Legislature enacted a new requirement for the Agency to establish a pediatric cardiac 

technical advisory panel (PCTAP) to assist in the development of procedures and standards for measuring 

outcomes of pediatric cardiac catheterization and surgery programs; and to make recommendations to 

the Agency regarding regulatory guidelines to govern pediatric cardiac catheterization programs and 

pediatric open-heart surgery programs in the state. 

As a result, Florida Statute section 395.1055 requires the Agency to establish the PCTAP, confirm 

appointments from the appropriate hospital Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) and appoint at-large 

members, conduct and document meetings, take recommendations from the panel, coordinate the 

development of work products from the panel, and develop administrative rule(s) that include minimum 

quality standards for the pediatric cardiac catheterization programs and pediatric cardiovascular surgery 

programs in the state. 
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Activities and Progress of the Panel 

Rule Development 

The PCTAP members successfully organized into three sub-committees between June 1, 2018 and 

September 30, 2018.  A total of 14 public subcommittee meetings were hosted.  The resulting committee 

recommendations were compiled and the panel’s aggregated report of recommended draft standards 

were submitted to the Agency in February, 2019.  Agency staff reviewed the recommendations and 

formulated the preliminary draft rule language.  The preliminary language was presented to the PCTAP 

physicians in mid-September 2019, and was vetted by the full PCTAP during public meetings on September 

20th and October 15th.  The PCTAP membership approved the preliminary draft language during the 

October 2019 meeting, paving the way for the Agency to initiate formal rule development.  The Agency is 

currently working to schedule a public rule development workshop to present the draft language for 

public comment. 

Subcommittees 

 Surgical Rule Subcommittee - tasked with the development of recommendations for standards of 
the surgical components for the pediatric cardiac surgery program draft rule.  The committee met 
five times with 9 active members.  

 Cardiology Rule Subcommittee - tasked with the development of recommendations for standards 
for the cardiology components of the pediatric cardiac surgery program draft rule.  The committee 
met six times with 16 active members. 

 Public Reporting and Transparency Subcommittee - tasked with developing recommendations for 
which measures and outcomes from the Society of Thoracic Surgery database and the American 
College of Cardiology (ACC) registries are most meaningful for public reporting.  The committee met 
7 times with 11 active members. 

 

Public Reporting 

Society of Thoracic Surgeons (STS) National Database 

The STS has developed a national database where pediatric cardiac surgery programs across the nation 

submit clinical outcomes for specific procedures and conditions, including surgeries for congenital heart 

conditions.  In return, the individual programs receive detailed statistical reports that include how the 

program compares to national benchmarks.  The STS also hosts and maintains a public reporting 

website, including data specific to congenital heart surgeries, so that consumers can look up and 

compare outcomes across various programs.  Participation in the STS congenital heart surgery registry is 

required of Florida-licensed pediatric cardiac surgery programs.  The STS public website lists 

participating programs and displays mortality ratings based on the severity of procedures (in tiers).   

The current published results for Florida’s pediatric cardiac surgery programs are included as Appendix A 

to this report.  Additionally, the underlying STS congenital surgery data from Florida’s licensed pediatric 

cardiac surgery programs will be obtained by the Agency, through a contract with the STS as required in 

statute, for publication on the Agency’s consumer-friendly health care transparency website, 

FloridaHealthFinder.gov. 
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Future Panel Endeavors 

American College of Cardiology (IMPACT) Registry 

The American College of Cardiology (ACC) hosts a number of patient data registries and produces 

statistical reports for participating cardiology programs, allowing individual programs to compare their 

quality and performance outcomes against national benchmarks.  The ACC’s IMPACT registry is specific to 

congenital heart disease.  Communications with the ACC during 2018-2019 indicated that the organization 

has not yet developed a statewide reporting methodology, but is willing to work with states to develop a 

platform.  The Agency and PCTAP members will continue to explore options for which types of data would 

be most meaningful to consumers for public reporting and will continue to collaborate with the ACC. 

 

Real Time Outcomes for Public Reporting 

Real time outcomes for public reporting was recommended by members of the Panel in 2019. One 

program in the state has developed a methodology for real-time reporting of specific outcomes.  An ad-

hoc subcommittee has been developed to assess the steps required and make a recommendation to the 

Panel regarding the establishment of a real-time outcomes reporting initiative statewide. 

 

Rule Development for Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Programs 

The members of the PCTAP are committed to participate, when possible, in public rule workshops 

regarding the proposed Agency rule for Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Programs. 

 

Conclusion 

Throughout the 2018-2019 fiscal year, the PCTAP and its subcommittees met a total of 31 times to 

accomplish the Panel’s two primary goals: development of recommendations to the Agency for standards 

and outcomes related to pediatric cardiac surgery programs, and the selection of specific reporting 

components to request from the Society of Thoracic Surgeons (STS) for enhanced public transparency.  

The panel members express their sincere appreciation for the opportunity to serve the State of Florida’s 

most vulnerable residents and look forward to our continued work with the Agency to build on these 

accomplishments toward our mutual goal of the highest possible quality of care for children in Florida. 
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Appendix A 
As a national leader in health care transparency and accountability, The Society of Thoracic Surgeons (STS) 

established the STS Public Reporting initiative, which allows participants in the STS National Database to 

voluntarily report their surgical outcomes to the public on the STS website.  Public reporting is available 

for the following STS National Database components: the Adult Cardiac Surgery Database, General 

Thoracic Surgery Database, and Congenital Heart Surgery Database. 

Available data reported from the Congenital Heart Surgery Database is shown below for each of Florida’s 

licensed pediatric cardiac surgery programs. 
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