Quinn, Kimberly

From: Goodhue, Laura <Laura.Goodhue@ppsenfl.org>

Sent: Friday, May 26, 2017 12:42 PM

To: FLMedicaidWaivers

Subject: Comments FL Family Planning Waiver Renewal

Attachments: FAPPA Comments-FLFPWaiverRenewal - State Level 5.30.17.pdf

To Whom It May Concern:

Please see the attached letter Re: Family Planning Waiver Extension Request from the Florida Alliance of Planned
Parenthood Affiliates.

Sincerely,

Laura Goodhue

Planned
Parenthood’

Act. No matter whet.

Florids Affiace of Plamned Parertnood AMilites, In

Laura Goodhue

Executive Director

Florida Alliance of Planned Parenthood Affiliates

561-472-9940

ppsenfl.org | fappa.org

Please note our new name and email addresses for your records.

This message (and any associated files) is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
confidential, subject to copyright or constitutes a trade secret. If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby notified that any dissemination, copying or
distribution of this message, or files associated with this message, is strictly prohibited. if you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to the message and deleting it from your computer. Messages sent to and from us may be monitored. Because e-mail can be altered electronically, the
integrity of this communication cannot be guaranteed.



May 30, 2017
VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

Secretary Justin Senior

Agency for Health Care Administration
2727 Mahan Drive, MS #20
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Re: Section 1115 Family Planning Research and Demonstration Waiver Renewal

Dear Secretary Senior:

The Florida Alliance of Planned Parenthood Affiliates (FAPPA) provides these comments in
response to Florida’s proposal to renew its Family Planning Research and Demonstration
Waiver (Waiver). We appreciate the opportunity to provide the Agency for Health Care
Administration (AHCA) feedback on this application.

With nearly 78% of Planned Parenthood health centers in medically underserved areas,
Planned Parenthood is a trusted provider for communities in need. Each year nearly 70,000
Floridians come to a Planned Parenthood health center for critical care — contraception, cancer
screenings, STI testing and treatment, HIV tests and abortion care. Planned Parenthood
continues to be invested in assuring that our communities have access to reproductive health
care services.

Medicaid is a vital part of our nation’s health care system and plays a major role in ensuring
access to family planning and other primary health care services for women and men. Nearly
4.4 million Floridians,' 57 percent of which are female,” rely on Medicaid coverage for essential
primary and preventive care, including lifesaving cancer screenings and birth control. Medicaid
is critical to improving their health and well-being.

We support the continuation of a family planning program and urge AHCA to expand eligibility
guidelines so that more individuals can benefit from critical family planning care. While we
appreciate AHCA'’s current efforts to maintain a family planning program, it is clear that the
program is not sufficient to meet Florida's needs. In 2014, more than 1.2 million women in
Florida were in need of publicly-funded family planning care, but only 206,130 women actually
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received care from publicly-supported health centers.® Notably, even with meeting less than 20
percent of the public’s needs, government-supported contraceptive care has saved nearly
$260.3 million in public funds; has helped avoid nearly 50,000 unintended pregnancies, 18,000
abortions, and more than 6,100 preterm/low birth weight births; and prevented nearly 3,500
sexually transmitted infections.* These figures would be significantly higher if the Waiver
covered more individuals who need contraceptive care.

To that end, we recommend that AHCA expand Waiver eligibility, as well as implement
presumptive eligibility, to all individuals of reproductive age who have incomes up to 196
percent FPL (the highest income level for pregnant women). Expanding eligibility for the Waiver
is especially important in light of the fact that the state has chosen not to expand its Medicaid
program. With millions of individuals still uninsured and underinsured without Medicaid
expansion, providing coverage under the Waiver would mean that at least some individuals
could gain access to critical family planning services. Family planning is critical for women and
is directly linked to improving women’s health and the health of their children. Women who plan
their pregnancies are more likely to access prenatal care, which in turn, decreases the risk of
developing pregnancy complications and improves materal and child health outcomes.®
Moreover, expanding access to family planning services contributes to women and men
completing their educations, furthering their careers, and earning greater wages.®

At a minimum, we urge AHCA to remove the new eligibility guideline proposed in the Waiver
that will limit coverage to women who are not eligible for other health insurance coverage that
provides family planning services. This new proposal will cut off safe, confidential access to
essential health care for young people and women who live in abusive households and are
enrolled on their abuser’s health insurance coverage.

Young people are particularly likely to delay or forgo accessing critical care, such as family
planning services and STl testing and treatment, often because they are worried their parents
will find out.” Failure to receive such care, however, has serious implications, including
unintended pregnancy, delayed access to prenatal care, and complications from untreated STls.
Yet, under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), an increasing number of young adults are covered
through a parent’s plan. In fact, 2.3 million young adults up to age 26 gained coverage through a
parent’s plan since the ACA went into effect,® and approximately 36 percent of women between
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the ages of 19 and 25 are covered as dependents under a parent’s or spouse’s plan.? Family
planning policies must reflect the new landscape of health care coverage and provide for
adequate confidentiality protections, particularly for sensitive or stigmatized services like family
planning care.

Survivors of interpersonal and domestic violence, abuse, or sexual assault are also acutely
affected by lack of confidentiality protections. An individual in an abusive relationship may forgo
health care altogether if she or he cannot be assured privacy and confidentiality. Fear for
personal safety may override a person’s desire for needed health care. Notably, though, access
to health care providers may provide that same individual an opportunity to openly discuss their
relationship, be connected to social supports, and help them leave their abuser -- as well as get
the assistance they need to take care of their physical and mental wellbeing.

The Waiver's proposed eligibility standards run contrary to AHCA's intent to ensure its family
planning program provides timely access to birth control, STI services, well-woman exams, and
other essential preventive and primary care to reduce the unintended pregnancy rate, increase
healthy birth spacing, and improve access to family planning services. To meaningfully meet
these important goals, we urge AHCA to broaden eligibility so that more individuals who need
care can access it quickly and without barrier.

dedek

We look forward to working with AHCA in our shared goal to improve access to quality health
care, and we thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. If you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to contact me at Laura.Goodhue@ppsenfl.org.

Sincerely,

Laura Goodhue
Vice President of Public Policy
Florida Alliance of Planned Parenthood Affiliates

® Kaiser Family Foundation. Oct. 2016. “Women's Health Insurance Coverage.” htto:/kff.orc/womens-health-
policv/fact-sheet/womens-health-insurance-coverace-fact-sheet/.




