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FLORIDA
MEDICAID
CHARLIE CRIST - : ANDREW C. AGWUNOBI, MD(

GOVERNOR SECRETARY
July 5, 2007 '

-

Renard L. Murray, D.M.

Associate Regional Administrator
CMS Region IV - Division of Medicaid
61 Forsyth Street SW, Suite 4720
Aflanta, GA 30303-8909

Dear Dr. Murray:

| am submitting Florida’s Annual Child Health Check-Up (formerly known as the Early and
‘Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment) Participation Report, CMS-418, for the time
period October 1, 2005 through September 30, 2008. We apologize for the delay in the
submission of this report. We have been timely in the annual submission of the reports in the
past and regret this delay.

We are pleased fo report that there continues to be an increase in both our participation rate (62-
percent) and screening rate (78 percent). The participation and screening rates for the age groups
<1, 1-2 years, and 6-9 years have reached the federal 80 percent goal.

We would like to suggest for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) consideration
that all states use the American Academy of Pediatrics’ “Recommendations for Preventive Pediatric
Health Care” (Periodicity Schedule) as a quality standard for the Early and Periodic Screening,
Diagnosis and Treatment program.

We would again like to recommend that CMS consider allowing the HMOs to use the HEDIS
mix-model approach to the calculation of rates rather than relying totally on claims data. To
support this recommendation, the enclosed final 2006 Report on “The Florida KidCare
Evaluation Series” for the same time-period shows well-child visit compliance at 80 percent for
enrollees age two and over. The well-child rates are higher than identified on this CMS-416
report.

As reqdested, enclosed |s Florida’s Child Health Check-Up periodicity schedule that follows the
recommendations of the American Academy of Pediatrics.

Ld RIDA
COMPARE OARE

Heaith Care in the Sunshine

2727 Mahan Drive, MS#8
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Visit AHCA oniine at
http://ahca.myflorida.com

_d:-" www. FloridaCompareCare.goy



Dr. Renard Murray
July 5, 2007
Page Two

* If you have any questions, please call Anne Boone of my staff at (850) 922-7321 or Hazel
Greenberg in the Bureau of Managed Health Care at (850) 414-9444.

Sincerely,

IARYRZ;

Thomas W. Amold
Deputy Secretary for Medicaid

" TWA/AB/ah
Enclosures
cc/enc Jean K. Sheil, Director, Family and Children’s Health Programs, CMS Central Office

~ Cindy Ruff, CMS Central Office

Catherine Cartwright, CMS Region IV

Tom Warring, Chief, Bureau of Managed Health Care
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4 Compliance with

"~ AT A GLANCE

: m Ninety percent of
| parents of established |
KidCare enrollees ’
reported their child
received a rou-
tine visit during the .
‘twelve months prior
. to the interview.

Flotrida KidCare Fvaluation

WELL-CHILD VISIT
COMPLIANCE

The American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP) and others
have established guidelines

for the appropriate number of
weli-child/preventive care visits.
Beginning at two years of age,
children are expected to have
annual well-child visits. Prior to

two years of age, multiple visits

are recommended at predeter-
mined intervals. Ninety percent
of parents of established Kid-

- Care enrollees reported their

child received a routine visit dur-
ing the twelve months priorto - -

the interview. All programs have

high compliance with this guide-
line, with 88 percent of Medicaid
HMO, 89 percent of Healthy .

-Kids, 93 percent of MediPass,

95 percent of MediKids, and
98 percent of CMSN enrollees
compliant with this guideline.

BODY MASS INDEX

Parents were asked to self-re- -

port their best estimate of their
child’'s height and weight during
the telephone interview. The
Body Mass Index (BMiywas -
calculated using the parent’s
estimate of height and weight

for each child over the age

of two years. Unlike BMI for
adults, there are not well-de-
fined cutpoints for children’s BMI
denoting a healthy weight or

< & Preventive Care Guidelines

obesity. Growth spurts vary by
age and gender, but a BM| of 30
or greater-is generally consid-
ered to be obese, regardless of
age or gender. Average BMIs by

- program are presented in Table

25 and Figure 22.

About 12 percent of KidCare
enrollees have BMIs of 30 or
greater. This share is.larger
than the 9 percent and 8 per-
cent found in the prior two
KidCare evaluations. Variations
were found by program and -
race-athnicity. Fourteen percent
of Medicaid HMO enroliees are
obese compared to 11 percent
of MediPass and Healthy Kids
enroliees, 10 percent of CMSN,
and 4 percent of MediKids.
Fourteen percent of Hispanic
children are obese compared

" to 13 percent of black children

and 11 percent of non-Hispanic
white children. Obesity levels
were highest among black chil-

dren in CMSN (26 percent) and.

white non-Hispanic children in
Medicaid HMO (17 percent). m
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